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MCW'’s New Cancer Research Building
Will Stimulate Collaborations

in Science Aimed at Decreasing

the Region’s Cancer Burden

Joseph E. Kerschner, MD

he American Cancer Society estimates
that in 2022, approximately 37,300
Wisconsin residents will be diagnosed
with cancer and nearly 11,600 will die from the
disease.! Unfortunately, our state is above the
national average for rates of cancer incidence
and mortality, with persisting disparities in geo-
graphic areas, as well as among racial and eth-
nic minority populations.2
In particular, @ 2015 study by researchers
at the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW)
on breast and colorectal cancer survival dis-
parities in the 8-county region in southeastern
Wisconsin — including the city of Milwaukee —
revealed significant cancer survival disparities
by race, ethnicity, sex, and geography in south-
eastern Wisconsin. Such disparities are a top
public health priority.3
Accelerating discoveries that will eradicate
the cancer burden in Wisconsin is a priority for
MCW. In particular, focusing on eliminating dis-
parities in cancer care and survival is a primary
emphasis of this priority. To that end, the over-
arching mission of the MCW Cancer Center is to
work through an equity lens to reduce the can-
cer burden in Wisconsin through transforma-
tional cancer research, exceptional education
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and training, multidisciplinary quality patient
care, statewide cancer prevention programs,
and progressive public policy implementation.

We have been moving quickly to execute
effectively on this mission. In 2019, Governor
Tony Evers and the Wisconsin State Legislature

the MCW Cancer Center and the Ann E. Heil
Professor in the MCW Department of Medicine
is engaging members of the community in the
building’s design, as well as formally launching
an investigative research project on the impact
of the Cancer Research Building for the com-
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committed a $10 million Wisconsin State
Building Commission grant within the 2019-
2021 biennial state budget toward a cancer
research building for MCW. When complete, the
building will be Milwaukee’s only cancer-dedi-
cated research facility and will support our sci-
entists and physicians to advance research that
addresses the unique cancer burden of south-
eastern Wisconsin and beyond - ultimately
improving clinical outcomes for all patients.
Currently in its design phase, this state-of-
the-art facility features a building design with
tremendous promise for accelerating research
and community impact. Community impact con-
tinues to be at the forefront of the planning pro-
cess, not only within this new research building
but the entire MCW Cancer Center program.
In particular, Melinda Stolley, PhD, Associate
Director of Population Science Research at
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munities we serve and its role in advancing
health equity.

On the research front, the new Cancer
Research Building will serve many important
purposes. It will increase capacity for wet and
dry lab space, enabling our researchers—and
those we collaborate with across the state—to
accelerate their work toward discoveries that
will lead to life-saving new treatments. The
space will be used to stimulate new partner-
ships in science aimed at decreasing the
region’s cancer burden through research,
education, and outreach in the causes, pre-
vention, early detection, and development of
cancer treatments. Among the cutting-edge
enhancements expected to be included in the
new building are CryoEM (a version of elec-
tron microscopy that enables high-resolution,
3-dimensional data collection on samples that
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could not be used with other techniques in
the past) and cellular therapy labs for chime-
ric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell therapy, which
has been the subject of numerous MCW clinical
trials in the past several years.4

Additionally, the 130,000 to 150,000 square-
foot Cancer Research Building will maximize
state-of-the-art and progressive research prac-
tices across the entire spectrum of disciplines
including basic, translational, clinical, popula-
tion science, and policy. Further, by leveraging
the Cancer Center’s team science approach, the
new building will provide tremendous opportu-
nities to enhance efficiencies and collaboration
within scientific neighborhoods that address the
MCW Cancer Center’s strategic priorities. The
Cancer Center’s “Integrated Disease-Oriented
Teams” (iDOT) — comprising basic, translational,
and clinical cancer researchers/physicians who
are involved in improving care delivery — will

benefit from expanded collaborative space to
develop research from the bench to the bedside
to the community — and back.

The development of the Cancer Research
Building underscores MCW’s commitment to
diagnosing and treating rare cancers, which
affect fewer than 40,000 individuals annually
in the US — although as a group, they com-
prise slightly more than 25% of all cancers.
And because rates in children are very low, all
children’s cancers as considered “rare.” Rare
cancers cause about a quarter of all cancer
deaths each year.5 The new building will lever-
age key scientific investments to accelerate
discoveries in metabolomics, structural biology,
immuno-oncology, precision oncology, and rare
cancers, and cancer disparities — for the eradi-
cation of cancer for all.

Groundbreaking for MCW’s new Cancer
Research Building is expected in summer 2022.

Systems Thinking Is Vital to Long-Term Equitable
COVID-19 Response and Recovery in Wisconsin
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| anticipate sharing progress on the new Cancer
Research Building in future Dean’s columns.
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